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CLINICAL AFFILIATION AGREEMENT
Between
WALSH UNIVERSITY
And
MID-OHIO EDUCATION SERVICE CENTER


This agreement is entered into on the 12th day of May, 2021 between Walsh University (hereafter referred to as “University”) and Mid-Ohio Education Service Center (hereafter referred to as “Clinical Site”).

Whereas the University offers a professional education program in the graduate programs of physical therapy and occupational therapy, and the undergraduate program of Exercise Science, requires the participation of Clinical Sites to provide for the clinical education and/or internship experiences.

Whereas the Clinical Site is willing to provide a clinical professional education experience at their Clinical Site to students enrolled in the professional physical therapy program or the occupational therapy program, or the Exercise Science program at Walsh University.

Now, therefore, in consideration of the mutual agreement occurring to both parties, the University and the Clinical Site agree as set forth:



Mutual Responsibilities:

1.	The Clinical Site will accept students selected by the University for a period of clinical education agreed upon by both parties.  The nature of the education experience shall be arranged by the Physical Therapy Director of Clinical Education (hereafter referred to as the DCE) or the Occupational Therapy Academic Fieldwork Coordinator (hereafter referred to as the AFWC) or the Exercise Science Internship Coordinator (hereafter referred to as the ESIC) in conjunction with the Physical Therapy Clinical Site’s Center Coordinator of Clinical Education (hereafter referred to as the SCCE) and the Occupational Therapy Fieldwork Educators (hereafter referred to as the FWE) and the Internship Coordinator for Exercise Science (hereafter referred to as the EXIC).  The clinical experience or internship will correspond to the stated philosophies and objectives as outlined by the University and the Clinical Site. 

2.	The number of students and the time periods of the clinical experience or internship will be mutually agreed upon by the University and the Clinical Site.

3.	The Clinical Site and the University agree to periodic onsite meetings at the Clinical Site at times that are mutually convenient before, during and/or after the clinical education or internship periods.

4.	The University and the Clinical Site shall not discriminate against any student on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex or disability.

5.	The University and the Clinical Site mutually agree that the students will not be considered as employees of the Clinical Site, nor will they be covered by Social Security, Unemployment Compensation, Worker’s Compensation and/or the Clinical Site’s malpractice insurance.

1. This agreement shall be binding on all successors and assigns.



University Responsibilities:

1.	The University will designate a faculty member as the DCE or AFWC or ESIC to serve as liaison between the students and the Clinical Site.

2.	OT or PT only: The University will assign to the Clinical Site only those students who have completed satisfactorily the prerequisite didactic portion of the curriculum.

3. The University will notify the Clinical Site of the schedule of student assignments.

4.	The University will keep the Clinical Site informed of the level of preparation and the type of experiences the student has received outside the Clinical Site prior to the arrival of the student.

5.	The University will supply the Clinical Site student evaluation forms or online surveys and other informative materials so requested by the Clinical Site to assist in the satisfactory completion of the student’s clinical education experience, prior to the arrival of the student.

6.	The University will inform the students of their responsibility to obtain and maintain adequate professional liability insurance.  All students must have and present proof of a current professional liability insurance policy prior to the start of the clinical education experience. 

7.	The University will inform the students of their responsibility to provide documentation to the Clinical Site of the mandatory health requirements.  All students must have proof of having met the mandatory health requirements prior to the start of the clinical education experience.

8.	The University reserves the right to withdraw a student from the Clinical Site when, in the University’s judgment, the clinical education experience does not meet the needs of the student.

9.	OT and PT only: The University will provide services to the Clinical Site as outlined in either the Physical Therapy Clinical Education or the Occupational Therapy Fieldwork handbook.

10.	The University agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the Clinical Site for all damages or losses incurred by the Clinical Site arising out of negligent or intentional acts or omissions by the University or related parties.

11.	OT and PT only: The University requires students to complete an initial federal and state background check as part of the orientation process and specifically, prior to clinical placement. Results are submitted to the program and kept confidential. Students will be provided a copy of their background check and are responsible for submitting results to the Clinical Site upon request. Copies of the information will also be maintained in the program and will be sent to the Clinical Site upon request if they will not accept a student copy.  

12.	OT and PT only: The University will provide the students with compliance training in OSHA, bloodborne pathogens and HIPAA.



Clinical Site Responsibilities:

1.	The Clinical Site shall submit in writing to the University the name(s) of the person(s) who are responsible for the clinical education experience at the Clinical Site, as well as their professional and academic criteria for holding such position.

2.	OT and PT only: The Clinical Site will designate a SCCE or FWE who is a qualified health care practitioner. 

3.	OT and PT only: For Physical Therapy, the SCCE shall designate at least one qualified physical therapist as the Clinical Instructor for the length of the assigned clinical education experience. For Occupational Therapy, the site will provide the University AFWC with the names of all fieldwork educators who will contribute to the instruction, supervision, and evaluation of the student.

4.	The Clinical Site shall have available a written description of the clinical experience being offered.

5.	The Clinical Site will provide for orientation to the Clinical Site, including but not limited to the Clinical Sites’ Policies and Procedures, regulations and work schedules.

6.	OT and PT only: The Clinical Site agrees to provide written evaluations of the assigned students as requested by the University on the provided forms, or using the designated online evaluations.

7.	OT and PT only: For observational clinical experiences and/or level I occupational therapy fieldwork experiences, the Clinical Site shall provide the student opportunities to observe and/or participate in professional services under the supervision of assigned qualified personnel including, but not limited to, currently licensed or otherwise regulated occupational therapists, occupational therapy assistants, psychologists, physician assistants, teachers, social workers, nurses, and physical therapists. 

	For full-time experiences, including level II occupational therapy fieldwork, the Clinical Site shall provide the student with clinical education experiences that will provide the student opportunities to participate in professional services.  The opportunities will include but are not limited to patient care and treatment under the supervision of the assigned qualified physical therapist or occupational therapist.  The student will participate in providing care, but will not be solely responsible for the patient care and other services rendered at the Clinical Site.  Clinical Site shall indemnify and hold University harmless for all damages or losses incurred by the University arising out of negligent or intentional acts or omissions by the Clinical Site or related parties.

8.	The Clinical Site shall provide for emergency care for the student who may become injured or ill within the confines of the Clinical Site.  The student will assume the responsibility for cost of emergency treatment.

9.	The Clinical Site has the right to request the University withdraw the assigned student from the Clinical Site if the student’s performance is unsatisfactory, or if the student’s health status or conduct is a detriment to the student’s successful completion of the clinical education assignment, to the well-being of the patients or to the overall operation of the Clinical Site.  A request for student withdrawal will be directed to the DCE or AFWC or ESIC.  If the DCE or AFWC or ESIC is not available, the request shall be made to the Program Director.  The University has the responsibility to respond to the request in a timely fashion.  The Clinical Site may suspend clinical education experience to said student while university action is pending.

10.	The Clinical Site agrees to practice legally and ethically as outlined by the laws and regulations covering the practice of physical therapy and occupational therapy in the State where the Clinical Site is located.



Student Responsibilities:

University shall provide an agreement whereby the student shall agree to the following responsibilities:

1.	Student shall comply with all applicable rules, regulations, policies and procedures of the Clinical Site and the specific responsibilities of the Agreement, and shall maintain the confidential nature of information on patients and their records and general business operations of the Clinical Site.

2.	OT and PT only: The student shall provide to the Clinical Site evidence of the mandatory health requirements prior to the start of the clinical education experience.  These requirements include but are not limited to: physical examination, TB skin test, Hepatitis B vaccination or OSHA declaration form, and CPR certification.

3.	Student shall wear the University identification that indicates student status at all times.

4.	Student shall be responsible for all expenses including but not limited to:  transportation, housing, meals, clinical liability insurance and medical expenses which may include emergency care and medical evaluation or tests as required by Clinical Site.

5.	Student shall report all breakage, loss or waste of equipment or drugs, and damage of Clinical Site property to SCCE/FWE/EXIC and DCE/AFWC/ESIC.

6.	Student and the SCCE/FWE/EXIC shall immediately notify DCE or AFWC or ESIC should Student become injured or ill while participating in Clinical Site experience.

7.	Student will provide written evidence of professional liability insurance with limits not less than $1,000,000.00/$3,000,000.00 for each Clinical Site experience.  The cost of insurance will be borne by the student.  Student will provide proof of clinical liability insurance.

8.	Student will not submit for publication any material relating to Clinical Site experience or internship experience without prior written approval from the University and the Clinical Site.

9.	Student shall execute an acknowledgment of being advised of the foreseeable risks involved in the Clinical Site Experience or internship experience, and that Student assumes responsibility for risk of injury and damages which occur in spite of due care on the part of the Clinical Site or the University.



Terms:

The term of this agreement will commence on the 12th day of May, 2021 and continue in effect for one year with the automatic renewal date, unless terminated as follows:

1.	Both parties may mutually agree to terminate this agreement at any time.

2.	Either party may terminate this agreement by giving 30-day written notice of its intention to terminate as of the effective date set forth in such a notice.

This agreement may be modified, in writing, by mutual consent at any time.

Periodic evaluations of the program shall be made and needed changes to the Clinical Affiliation Agreement shall be adopted, by mutual agreement.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this agreement to be signed and executed.

CLINICAL SITE				WALSH UNIVERSITY
Mid-Ohio Educational Service Center	School of Behavioral and Health Sciences
890 West 4th Street				2020 East Maple Street
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mansfield, OH  44906			North Canton, Ohio 44720		


Signature: _____________________________________________________________________

(Print Name)____________________________________________________________________
Site Administrative Officer       						Date             	


Signature: _______________________________________________________________________

(Print Name)______________________________________________________________________
If needed: Site SCCE (Physical Therapy)				Date


Signature: ______________________________________________________________________

(Print Name)_____________________________________________________________________
If needed: Site FWC (Fieldwork Coordinator Occupational Therapy)	Date


Signature: ______________________________________________________________________

(Print Name)_____________________________________________________________________
If needed: EXIC (Exercise Science Internship Supervisor	)		Date






_______________________________________________________________________________
Pamela Ritzline, PT, EdD							Date
Dean, School of Behavioral and Health Sciences, Walsh University       			


_______________________________________________________________________________
Christine McCallum, PT, PhD						Date
Director of Clinical Education (DCE), Physical Therapy Program


_______________________________________________________________________________
Michele Tilstra, OTD, OTR/L, CHT					Date
Academic Fieldwork Coordinator (AFWC), Occupational Therapy Program


 
_______________________________________________________________________________
Keith Burns, PhD, ACSM, EP						Date
Exercise Science Internship Coordinator (ESIC), Program Chair, Exercise Science Program              
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